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The following provides a brief reference to the data sources used to generate the Natural Services Network (NSN) composite, and generally describes the attributes and their codes.

NSN:

Value of 1 (polygon is part of the NSN) or 0 (polygon is not part of the NSN)
ACRES:             Acreage of each polygon

The NSN is itself a composite of 4 functional overlays, including:

1.  Water Supply Lands (WSL)

Aggregate code of NSN_WSL has value of 1 (water supply land) or 0 (not a water supply land).  Component data sets include:

Source1:  
Favorable Gravel Well Analysis - NH Dept. of Environmental Services

Fields1:

FGWL_150 – 1 signifies feature supports development of 150 GPM wells


FGWL_75 – 1 signifies feature supports development of 75 GPM wells
Source2:
Stratified Drift Aquifer Transmissivity – NH Dept. of Environmental Services – 



aquifers with transmissivity values > 1000 ft2/day only
Fields2:

TMAX – maximum transmissivity (ft2 /day)


TMIN - minimum transmissivity (ft2 /day)


RANGE – transmissivity range (ft2 /day)


DESCRIPTIO – text description of transmissivity range
2.  Economically Important Soils (EIS) – undeveloped soils only
Aggregate code of NSN_EIS has value of 1 (economically important soil) or 0 (not an economically important soil).  Component data sets include:

Source:

Natural Resources Conservation Service county soil surveys – 
prime agricultural soils and soils of statewide importance only
Fields:

MUSYM – map unit symbol assigned by NRCS

                          MUKEY – field to link polygons to attribute tables

MUNAME – full name of map unit



FARMCLASS – standard NRCS farmland soil designation
Processing notes:  The data set includes prime agricultural soils and soils of statewide importance – both with existing developed lands (from the 2005 land use data set) “erased”.  
3.  Important Wildlife Habitat (IWH)
Aggregate code of IWH has value of 1 (important wildlife habitat) or 0 (not important wildlife habitat).  Component data sets include:

Source:

NH Fish & Game Wildlife Action Plan Highest Ranked Wildlife Habitat  - 

tier 1 and 2 habitats only
Fields:

WAPTIER – 1 (top ranked in NH) or 2 (top ranked in biological region)
Processing notes:  Note that only tier1 and tier2 landscape features are considered to be part of the IWH functional data layer.  Tier 3 features may be added as an optional overlay.  
4.  Flood Storage Lands (FSL)

Aggregate code of FSL has value of 1 (flood storage feature) or 0 (not a flood storage feature).  Component data sets include:

Source1:
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps 

Fields1:
FLOOD_ZONE - FEMA designations of 100- and 500-year floodplains,

                          Standardized to achieve consistency in coding across study area as follows:
                              1000 – Zone A

                              1001 – Zone AE

     2000 – 0.2 PCT ANNUAL CHANCE FLOOD HAZARD


FLOODWAY - value of FLOODWAY signifies feature is within the floodway

Processing notes:  The status of the FEMA floodplain data varies by county.  Data for Rockingham represent effective Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMS).  Data for Hillsborough and Merrimack Counties represent preliminary DFIRMs.  Users should be cognizant of these parameters, and are cautioned against using the data for any purpose other than general planning.  
The floodplain data are not seamless across county boundaries.  In compiling the floodplain data for use in the Natural Services Network composite, efforts were made to prioritize features based on the status of the county data set.
Source2:
US Fish & Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory – only palustrine,


lacustrine, or riverine wetland types included

Fields2:

NWICODE - standard NWI designations


NWITYPE - field added to allow for quick identification of Lacustrine (L), 

Palustrine (P), or Riverine (R) wetland types.  

General Processing:

The four overlays were “unioned” into a single composite, with the fields NSN and ACRES added to the result and populated.  In an effort to reduce the size of the final data set and thereby increase its utility, small sliver polygons (e.g. those less than .01 acres, or  435.6 square feet), were “eliminated” from the final version of the NSN.  
