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The Unfragmented Blocks layer represents contiguous tracts of lands unbroken by public roads.  The data set was developed as follows:

· The 26-town study area was buffered by 10,560 feet (2 miles).  This was utilized as the starting point for the analysis to allow the calculation of the full acreage of unfragmented tracts that extended into towns adjacent to the study area.

· The NHDOT Public Roads layer (dated 20080916) was clipped to the buffered study area.

· Class I-V roads were subset from the clipped roads layer.  (Thus, uncoded roads and those coded as Class VI were not included.)

· The roads subset was buffered by 500 ft.

· The roads subset buffer was used to “erase” features from the buffered study area, thereby  leaving a single, multi-part polygon.

· The multi-part polygon was “exploded” to generate individual features representing each unfragmented tract.

· The “Full_Acres” field was added and populated.  This now reports the full acreage of each unfragmented tract, inclusive of areas that extend into adjacent towns.

· Finally, the data set above was clipped to the project area outline.  

Processing was completed by GRANIT, Complex Systems Research Center, in January, 2009.

